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my guess. And all I can tell you is, as soon
as I found out about it late last week, I said,
‘‘Get this out and let’s go on.’’ And you can
view the tapes and draw your own conclu-
sions.

Q. The question isn’t really whether the
WHCA people tried to withhold them, but
whether people like your counsel and other
officials involved who realized these video-
tapes existed didn’t turn them over.

The President. Oh, I’m sure that Mr. Ruff
didn’t do that. I talked to him—he called me
as soon as he knew about it—or one of the
assistant counsels came down——

Q. When was that?
The President. I think it was Thursday

afternoon. Came down and told me, and
that’s the first I knew about it. And I don’t
think they had known about it for very long.
And I’m sure they took a little time to figure
out exactly what was covered, how much they
needed to do, and reviewed the materials,
and then turned them over, which is what
should have been done.

Stand-Clark-Squillacote Espionage Case
Q. Sir, are you concerned about the Soviet

espionage arrests that happened in Virginia
today, that date back to the cold war? And
just how widespread is this problem, sir?

The President. Well, let me say I have
been briefed about it, and it appears to me
that the law enforcement authorities have
done their job in trying to uncover a problem.
We’ll have to wait and see. We can’t presume
people’s guilt. But I think that the only re-
sponsible thing is for me to refer you to the
Justice Department because they made those
judgments.

Assassination Attempt on Khaled Meshal
Q. Mr. President, one other matter. On

this apparently failed assassination attempt
by Israeli agents in Jordan, what was your
reaction to that? And are these not precisely
the kinds of actions that serve to undermine
confidence in the peace process?

The President. Well, since the Govern-
ment of Israel and the Government of Jordan
have made no comment about this, I think
it is inappropriate for me to make any com-
ment. I will say this—you know the policy
of the United States for our own conduct is,

and has been I believe for more than 20 years
under Presidents of both parties, that we do
not engage in assassinations. But I can make
no comment on what others did or did not
do when it has not been confirmed by either
of the governments in question.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Kurt Alan Stand, James Michael
Clark, and Theresa Marie Squillacote, who were
accused of spying for East Germany since 1972;
and Khaled Meshal, Hamas leader who was at-
tacked in Amman, Jordan, on September 25. The
Military Construction Appropriations Act, 1998,
H.R. 2016, approved September 30, was assigned
Public Law No. 105–45.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting Line Item Vetoes of the
Military Construction
Appropriations Act, 1998
October 6, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Line Item Veto

Act, I hereby cancel the dollar amounts of
discretionary budget authority, as specified
in the attached reports, contained in the
‘‘Military Construction Appropriations Act,
1998’’ (Public Law 105–45; H.R. 2016). I
have determined that the cancellation of
these amounts will reduce the Federal budg-
et deficit, will not impair any essential Gov-
ernment functions, and will not harm the na-
tional interest.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 6, 1997.

NOTE: The report detailing the cancellation was
published in the Federal Register on October 7.

Statement on Signing Legislation
Designating the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, Washington Field
Office Memorial Building
October 6, 1997

Today I am pleased to have signed into
law H.R. 2443, a bill that would designate

VerDate 22-AUG-97 09:26 Oct 16, 1997 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00017 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P41OC4.007 p41oc4



1504 Oct. 6 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

the new Washington, D.C., field office of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation as the ‘‘Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation, Washington
Field Office Memorial Building.’’ The new
building is so named in honor of the five FBI
agents who have been killed in the line of
duty while assigned to the FBI’s Washington
field office: William H. Christian, Jr., Martha
Dixon Martinez, Michael J. Miller, Anthony
Palmisano, and Edwin R. Woodriffe.

Naming the FBI’s new field office in honor
of these brave and courageous FBI employ-
ees is a reminder to us all of the difficult
and dangerous job that FBI agents do—day
in and day out.

In establishing this permanent memorial,
we do well to remember—and be grateful
for—the lives of all Federal, State, and local
law enforcement personnel who have made
the ultimate sacrifice in the performance of
their duties.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 6, 1997.

NOTE: H.R. 2443, approved October 6, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105–52.

Proclamation 7033—Child Health
Day, 1997
October 6, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
For children, childhood seems to last for-

ever; but for adults—particularly for those of
us who are parents—it passes in the blink
of an eye. The little girl smiling at us from
her tricycle and the little boy running to
catch the school bus will soon be driving
away to their first jobs. One of the greatest
gifts we can offer our children while they are
still in our care is a healthy start in life.

We are making tremendous progress as a
nation in helping more children get that
healthy start. This year I signed into law his-
toric legislation to extend health care cov-
erage to millions of uninsured children. This
$24 billion initiative over 5 years is the largest
investment in children’s health since the cre-

ation of Medicaid in 1965. On October 1,
the Federal Government and the States
began a partnership to help provide mean-
ingful health insurance to children whose
families earn too much for Medicaid but too
little to afford private coverage.

This new initiative will take an enormous
step toward improving the health of our Na-
tion’s children. In 1995, approximately 10
million of them were not covered by health
insurance, and they were either ineligible for
or not enrolled in publicly financed medical
assistance programs. Last year, another
800,000 uninsured children joined their
ranks. These children are less likely to re-
ceive the primary care services they need to
maintain good health, and they are at risk
of receiving lower quality care. Too often
they become trapped in a tragic downward
spiral—poor health keeps them out of school,
keeps them from pursuing their studies with
energy and enthusiasm, and often keeps
them from acquiring the knowledge and self-
esteem they need to reach their full poten-
tial. With this new children’s health initiative,
we can provide millions of children the cov-
erage they need to grow up healthy and
strong.

We are making progress in other areas, as
well. Thanks to advances in medical research
and our increasing knowledge about preven-
tion and the importance of good nutrition,
many childhood diseases and illnesses can
now be averted. Funding for childhood im-
munization has doubled since 1993, and im-
munization rates are at an all-time high. In
addition, we recently announced an impor-
tant Food and Drug Administration regula-
tion requiring manufacturers to do studies
on pediatric populations for new prescription
drugs—and those currently on the market—
to ensure that our prescription drugs have
been adequately tested for the unique needs
of children. We have dramatically increased
participation in the Women, Infants and
Children Supplemental Nutrition Program,
providing nutrition packages and information
and health referrals to more than 7 million
infants, children, and pregnant women. With
the enactment of the Kassebaum-Kennedy
bill last year, we have helped millions of chil-
dren keep their healthcare coverage when
their parents change or lose jobs.
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